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Existing transmission line 

Introduction 
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I hope you find this project update 
helpful and encourage you to stay 
informed, as we continue 
refining the HTP to achieve 
the best outcome for the 
Hunter community and the 
environment. 

Hannah McCaughey – 
Chief Executive of 
EnergyCo 

  
 

 
 

  
  
  

  
 

 
    

 
 

   
 

 
 
   

   
   

 

   
  

  
  

  
  

 

   
   

    

  
 

  
  

 
 

  
  

   

  

  
  

   
 

 
 

 
        

  

  

Foreword 
As we plan the Hunter Transmission Project our 
role is to minimise the impacts of this critical new 
infrastructure on people and the environment. 

Welcome to this update for the Hunter Transmission 
Project (HTP). Refining the HTP is another chapter as 
we plan this once-in-a-generation transmission 
infrastructure. 

The HTP will help to provide energy security from 
renewable sources like solar and wind as the 
remaining NSW coal-fired power stations close. 

Before the HTP can proceed, it must be 
approved by both the NSW Government and 
Australian Government. This report will update 
you on how we’re continuing to refine the HTP 
ahead of its planning approval pathway as 
critical State significant infrastructure. 

I’d like to acknowledge the ongoing feedback and 
information exchange between landowners, 
community members and the HTP project team. 

EnergyCo is listening to your feedback. And that’s part 
of the reason we’re continuing to make small but 
significant changes to the project before its 
environmental assessment and planning determination. 

When we started planning the HTP we sought to avoid 
areas with high-value ‘valley floor’ vegetation and 
habitat and committed to tread lightly on the 
environment – and this remains a priority. 

We’re continuing to look for further ways we can avoid 
and mitigate impacts on important biodiversity as 
more information becomes available through the 
seasonal surveys and detailed assessments we’re 
doing for the environmental impact statement (EIS). 
These will be placed on public exhibition after the EIS 
is lodged in mid-2025. 

I’d also like to acknowledge this is a challenging time 
for some landowners as we negotiate with them to 
acquire easements for the HTP. We’re committed to 
negotiating these acquisitions by mutual agreement 
wherever possible in line with the Land Acquisition 
(Just Terms Compensation) Act 1991. Compulsory 
acquisition must only be used as a last resort. 

Our team is working hard to respond as sensitively as 
possible to each affected landowner’s situation and 
requests. Regardless, we know it’s a tough time for 
some people. 

It’s important for me to highlight there are some parts 
of the HTP’s detailed design that can’t be finalised 
until the construction phase begins. This is to be 
expected for any major infrastructure project and 
especially so given the Hunter’s complex landscape. 

For example,  the EIS will include an indicative  
alignment for the location of around 230 transmission 
towers. But the  exact location of each tower may need 
to be adjusted due  to a variety  of technical constraints  
before it can be  finalised. 
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Rapid assessment 
framework 
Because it’s  critical State  
significant infrastructure the 
HTP has a different planning 
approval pathway  to many  
other major projects.  

This includes a 
rapid assessment 
framework to  
streamline  the  
assessment process. 

Scan the QR 
code. 

About the HTP 
The Hunter Transmission Project (HTP) features a new   
500 kilovolt (kV) overhead transmission line  that will run  
through the Hunter region from Bayswater to Olney, near Eraring. 

The new  transmission line is  expected 
to operate for at least 50 years. 

We’re building the HTP to make sure  consumers in 
NSW have access  to a reliable  electricity supply from 
renewable  energy. 

Both the NSW Government and Australian 
Government agree  the HTP is urgent. The  existing 
transmission infrastructure lacks  the  capacity  
needed to  transfer the  electricity generated in the  
renewable  energy zones  to  consumers. 

HTP at a glance 

A new  overhead 500 kV double  
circuit transmission line  of  
around 100 kilometres 

Will connect Bayswater to Olney/ 
Eraring 

New supporting infrastructure,  
including 2 switching stations 

Will unlock electricity supply  
from the Central-West Orana and 
New England renewable  energy  
zones 

 

Urgent and must be  operational  
by 2028 

Will supply  clean energy  to  
consumers across NSW 

Existing transmission line 

https://us5.list-manage.com/survey?u=626104e840dcae1ee36d83171&id=9da3d1a561&attribution=false
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/policy-and-legislation/planning-reforms/rapid-assessment-framework


  

  

  

 

 

  

Industry briefing 

What happens when? 
The HTP’s next major milestone will be when we lodge 
its detailed environmental impact statement (EIS) in 
mid-2025. 

The EIS will then be placed on public exhibition by the 
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 
for a minimum of 4 weeks. This is when you can make 
a formal submission to provide your feedback. 

Originally we anticipated the EIS being lodged and 
placed on public exhibition in late 2024. 

The revised timeline allowed more time to consider 
ongoing community feedback in several locations. 

The revised timeline also allows us to include 
both spring 2024 and summer 2024/2025 
biodiversity surveys. These will provide 
important data on plants and animals for 
assessment through the EIS. 

In most cases the revised EIS timeline won’t delay the 
acquisition process for affected landowners and this 
is well underway. We remain committed to reaching 
a mutual agreement with landowners wherever 
possible. Cessnock 
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HTP roadmap 

Community 
update 

Community 
update + drop-in 

sessions 

Opening 
letters issued 

Refined 
corridor 

2025 

Preliminary 
corridor 

investigations 

Early engagement 
with councils, MPs and 
government agencies 

Declared critical 
State significant 

infrastructure 

Finalise technical 
reports and preferred 

transmission
 route 

EIS lodged 
+ public 

exhibition 

Submissions 
report   

Environmental impact statement (EIS) preparation/consultation 

EIS consultation 

2026 

2022 

Community 
drop-in + briefing 
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Regional 
reference group 

established 

Preliminary 
corridor 

Community 
update + drop-in 

sessions 2023 Field work 
and technical 
studies begin 

Construction 
contractors 
appointed 

Field work 

2024 

Early engagement 

Start 
detailed design 
+ construction 

Community
 update + drop-in 

sessions 

Planning 
approval 

Revised corridor 
+ scoping report 

lodged 

Network 
operator 

appointed 

Secretary's 
environmental 

assessment 
requirements 

(SEARs) 



 
  
  

  

Did you know? 
There are fewer than 25 private properties 

located in the HTP corridor. This was 
reduced from 78 in the preliminary corridor 

we presented to the community in late 2023. 





 

HTP refined corridor 
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Refining the HTP 
The HTP corridor has been refined through feedback, 
consultation and technical studies. 

Summary of changes 
We’ve adjusted the corridor in several places 
as we work with landowners and stakeholders 
to investigate constraints and opportunities to 
reduce impacts. 

HTP North (Bayswater to Broke) 
The refined corridor now deviates to the south 
of a proposed expansion area at Hunter Valley 
Operations coal mine. This was to accommodate 
mining operations and potential flooding of the 
Hunter River. 

The corridor has also been shifted further east of 
Mount Thorley due to flooding scenarios for the 
Hunter River. 

HTP Central (Pokolbin to Corrabare) 
and HTP South (Olney to Eraring) 
Minor adjustments have been made to the corridor 
in the Pokolbin State Forest, Corrabare State 
Forest, Olney State Forest and private properties. 

In many cases this was to avoid or minimise likely 
impacts to biodiversity (plants and animals), which 
were identified during field work investigations 
and through consultation with private property 
owners and Forestry Corporation of NSW. 

Ongoing consultation 
While the HTP corridor has been refined following 
substantial option analysis and investigation, the 
transmission line alignment or exact location of 
towers is still under design development. 

Refinement will continue in 2025 as we work 
towards developing a detailed design for the 
transmission line and continue consulting with 
the community about ways to further minimise 
its impacts. 

Existing transmission line 

How to view the 
corridor in more 
detail 
Visit EnergyCo’s interactive 
map at Scan the QR 

code  to  view  the  
interactive map. 

caportal.com. 
au/energyco/rez to view 
the proposed HTP 
transmission corridor.  

The interactive  
map includes key  
features such as  the 
preliminary  corridor, 
revised corridor 
and existing 
transmission 
network. 
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Did you know? 
The Hunter Transmission Project is one of 

the State’s most critical energy projects and 
will provide clean and reliable electricity to 

consumers for generations to come. 





 
   

 
   

 
    
  

 

  

 

 

 

  
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

Community engagement 
Listening to community feedback is an important 
part of refining the HTP to further reduce 
impacts on both people and the environment. 

Revised corridor feedback 
In May 2024, we presented the revised HTP corridor 
to the community. We published Shaping the HTP 
to explain how community feedback and further 
technical studies resulted in significant changes to: 

Reduce the number of landowners in 
the corridor from 78 to fewer than 25 

Make the corridor around 15 
kilometres shorter 

Avoid the Cooranbong and 
Martinsville communities 

Avoid the Jilliby State 
Conservation Area 

The preliminary corridor we shared with the 
community in late 2023 had already excluded the 
Watagans and Werakata national parks, and this 
didn’t change. 

The revised corridor also retained around 85% 
of its footprint on mining, industrial and public 
land. This was consistent with our goal of avoiding 
private property and environmentally sensitive 
areas where possible. 

Building the HTP will require upgrades to some 
public roads and access tracks in the State 
forests. Read more about this on page 31. 

Community information session in Singleton 

Energy Corporation of NSW (EnergyCo) 14 
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Existing transmission line 

What we heard 
We held community drop-in sessions at Singleton, 
Millfield and Morisset to explain how and why we 
made changes to the corridor, and to encourage 
questions and further feedback. This allowed 
community members to ask questions relevant to 
them in an informal environment. 

Landowners and community members were 
generally informed about the HTP. Most agreed the 
HTP is needed and understood why it’s critical for 
energy security in NSW. 

They wanted more detailed information about 
how the new transmission infrastructure is likely 
to affect them and their surroundings, during 
construction and operation. 

This was especially the case for the small number 
of landowners whose properties remained in or near 
the revised corridor. 

Popular topics 

Potential relocation of wildlife 
before clearing and biodiversity 
offsets 

Route selection and the initial 
investigations EnergyCo did before 
selecting the preliminary corridor 

Visual impacts, particularly 
in Millfield and Congewai 
valley 

Access routes and potential 
road upgrades to facilitate 
construction traffic 

Refining the Hunter Transmission Project | December 2024 15 



   
  

 
  

   
 

 

   
  

 

 
 

   
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

  
  

  
 

    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Existing transmission tower 

Acquisition update 
As  of December 2024 most private landowners affected by  
an acquisition for the HTP have received their opening letter,  
which marks  the formal start of negotiations in line  with the  
Land Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation) Act 1991. 

Importantly, EnergyCo will work with landowners towards 
acquisition by mutual agreement in line with the legislation. 
Compulsory acquisition will be used only as a last resort 
should these negotiations fail. 

EnergyCo is in the process of negotiating with fewer than 
25 private landowners for a permanent easement acquisition 
of land to host the transmission line. In most cases, these 
acquisitions are for an easement rather than a full property 
(freehold) acquisition. 

We’re also working with a number of landowners to acquire 
access easements (for access tracks) or construction 
leases (for laydown areas, intersection upgrades and road 
widening). 

For the past year, the HTP team’s place managers have been 
engaging with landowners to answer their questions about 
the planning, design and approval process– and to document 
their concerns, suggestions and local knowledge. 

This feedback has been shared with the technical and 
environment teams who are planning the new transmission 
infrastructure. Consultation will continue as part of the 
detailed design development. 

Supporting 
landowners 

Land acquisition is understandably a 
stressful and emotional process for some 
landowners. 

Our team is working as sensitively and as 
quickly as possible to progress acquisitions 
if this is the landowner’s preference– and 
we acknowledge it’s a challenging time 
for those who are directly affected by this 
critical project. 

To support landowners affected by an 
acquisition, EnergyCo assigns a property 
acquisition manager to each landowner 
to answer their questions and provide 
information right through the process. 

This includes property valuations and 
compensation, legal representation, 
timelines for the various steps, and more. 

Please read the EnergyCo support for 
landowners fact sheet  on our website for 
more information. 

Energy Corporation of NSW (EnergyCo) 16 
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Opportunities for local industry 
A series of industry briefings held in Singleton, 
Cessnock, Toronto, Newcastle and online in August 
2024 attracted more than 150 people from local 
businesses and suppliers. They heard about the 
HTP’s procurement process, timelines and future 
opportunities for involvement. 

Since then we’ve had more than 150 expressions 
of interest from individuals and organisations to be 
included in a local supplier database. 

A guiding project principle is Hunter-first. This means 
where possible we create opportunities to build on the 
Hunter region’s diverse economic skill base and grow 
local jobs as we plan and build the HTP. 

To find out more about the types of workforce and 
supplier opportunities that will be needed, please visit 
our website energyco.nsw.gov.au/htp and make sure 
your business is included in our EOI database. 

Regional reference 
group update 

The group’s role is to facilitate strategic 
discussions between EnergyCo and the Hunter 
community about the HTP. It has 9 members and 
an independent chair. 

If you’d like to get in touch with the regional 
reference group please visit our website 
energyco.nsw.gov.au/htp for a full list of members 
and their contact email addresses. 

Since  the regional reference group  
was  established in early 2024 we’ve  

held 7 meetings (2 in Singleton, 1 in Cessnock, 
1 in Lake Macquarie and 3 online), heard 
personal presentations from more than a 
dozen landowners and several community 
organisations, and requested regular briefings 
from the project team. 

The most common issues and concerns we’ve 
been hearing about are communication 
(concerns that EnergyCo isn’t listening and 
about conflicting information), uncertainty 
about the transmission line route, potential 
environmental damage, and what benefits are 
forthcoming to the community from this critical 
State significant infrastructure project. 

As a result, we’ve been liaising between the 
community and project team and I’m pleased 
to report that Energy Co has listened to, and is 
aware of, these community concerns. 

The regional reference group is  committed 
to listening to  the  community. This includes  
getting answers  to  questions raised,  
supporting community suggestions, and 
advocating for a ‘Hunter-first’  community  
benefits program and strategic  
biodiversity  offsets for our region.  

Industry briefing 

I appreciate the efforts of all 
members in offering their time 
and energy to make sure the HTP 
supports the community. 

Bob Pynsent — Independent Chair,  
HTP regional reference group 
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About the environmental 
impact statement 
An environmental impact statement (or EIS) is an 
important part of the assessment process for all 
major projects in NSW, including critical State 
significant infrastructure such as the HTP. 

EIS documents can be hundreds of pages long, 
depending on the size and scale of the project. 

They must be prepared according to the State 
significant infrastructure guidelines – preparing an 
environmental impact statement. 

An EIS should be as succinct as 
possible and easy to understand 

An EIS should clearly describe the 
project 

An EIS should reflect community 
views 

An EIS should contain a technically 
robust assessment of the impacts of 
the project 

An EIS should justify and evaluate 
the project as a whole, having regard 
to the economic, environmental 
and social impacts of the project 
and the principles of ecologically 
sustainable development 

An EIS must assess the HTP’s economic, 
environmental and social impacts– and provide the 
information needed for the community, councils, 
government agencies and relevant ministers to 
decide if and how the project will proceed. 

After EnergyCo lodges the EIS with the Department 
of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure in mid-2025, 
the department will place it on public exhibition. 
This is so interested members of the community can 
provide formal feedback directly to the department. 

We must respond to all submissions received. This will 
form part of a submissions report, which EnergyCo will 
prepare as part of the assessment process. 

The EIS will include  technical assessments  on 
biodiversity, Aboriginal cultural heritage, landscape  
character and visual impacts, bushfire risk,  traffic  
and transport, hazards and risks, social impacts, and 
more. 

The findings from these studies will help answer 
questions about the potential environmental impacts 
of the project, as well as how we plan to avoid, 
minimise and/or mitigate those impacts. 

The technical assessments will be released for public 
review and submissions as part of the EIS. 

The Secretary’s environmental assessment 
requirements (SEARS) for the HTP have been 
published on the NSW Planning Portal. 
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Consultation  
with the community  
happens throughout  

the planning and  
approval pathway Planning and 

approval pathway 

The scoping report  
provides an overview of the  

project and potential impacts that 1. Scoping report will require further consideration  
A scoping report is submitted to the under the Environmental Planning  

and Assessment  NSW Department of Planning, Housing 
Act 1979.and Infrastructure. 

W
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The SEARs outline the 
requirements EnergyCo 

3. Prepare EIS 2. SEARs needs to address in the 
project’s environmental EnergyCo undertakes technical  Secretary’s environmental 
impact statement (EIS). assessments of the project’s assessment requirements (SEARs) 

impacts and opportunities. are issued from the department. 

Community  
members can provide 4. Public exhibition of the EIS 5. Response to submissions formal feedback on 

EnergyCo lodges the EIS. The the HTP directly to the EnergyCo will prepare a submissions 
department. department places the EIS on public report responding to the issues raised 

exhibition for a minimum of 4 weeks. and lodge it with the department. 

Planning  
approval may  6. Assessment and determination 

include conditions  
of consent. The NSW Government and Australian Government  

will conduct a final assessment of the EIS, submissions 
report and any amendment reports. 



Technical studies 
Technical studies are well underway on required 
assessment areas and these will continue into 2025. 

Biodiversity (plants and animals) 
We can’t avoid clearing some vegetation to build the HTP – but we 
can keep this to a minimum. Especially in areas that studies show 
us are important for plants and animals. 

For the environmental impact statement we’re collecting data 
from various biodiversity studies that will give us information 
about plants and animals in the HTP corridor. This includes 
spring and summer surveys across the corridor.  

The Hunter Valley floor (known as ‘the valley floor’) has been 
heavily cleared over the past 200 years. The remaining vegetation 
tends to exist in fragments, which have a high conservation value. 

Did you know? The Hunter has two distinct 
landscapes: the Hunter Valley floor and the 
forested plateau. 

As well as being home to several threatened ecological 
communities, these parts of the valley floor are important habitat 
for a number of critically endangered species. 

In contrast to the valley floor, the forested plateau is relatively 
common around NSW and features prominently in our national 
parks and State conservation areas. 

Vegetation in the forested plateau isn’t rare – but it does provide 
significant habitat for threatened species. 

Knowledge like this is important when it comes to selecting 
the transmission corridor and designing the new transmission 
infrastructure because our goal is to minimise impacts to plants 
and animals. 

Photo credit: Allan Richardson 

A long-nosed potoroo spotted by our 
cameras in the Olney State Forest 
during a nocturnal spring survey, 
as part of the HTP’s biodiversity 
assessment. 

Charles Darwin described this 
vulnerable species as “an animal, as 
big as a rabbit, but with the figure of 
a kangaroo”. They’re mainly nocturnal 
and like to hide in thick vegetation 
during the day.  

The cannister in the photo contains 
a food bait to attract the long-nosed 
potoroo. When it came to investigate, 
it triggered a motion-sensing camera.  

Example of the Hunter Valley floor 
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